
Stephen	John	TROAKE	
* Photo	–	yes,	in	archive	
* Where	lived	–	Rull,	East	Worlington.	Born	there.	
* Worlington	family	–	Father	and	younger	brother	lived	and	worked	at	Rull	Farm	

during	the	war.	Stephen’s	elder	brother	ran	his	own	farm	near	Torrington.	
* Military	record	–	see	below	
* Death	–	26th	November	1943	
* Buried	–	Durnbach,	Germany	(see	photo	below)	

https://losses.internationalbcc.co.uk/loss/228514/		
Entry	in	The	Genealogist	(no	further	information	to	what	recorded	here)	

Operation	details:	

Name Stephen John Troake

Rank Pilot Officer

Death Age 26

Birth Year abt 1917

Death Date 26 Nov 1943

Military Base Holme-On-Spalding Moor, Yorks

Service Number 156077

Unit 76 Squadron

Command Bomber Cmnd

Ship Halifax V

Occupation Pilot

Casualty Killed in action

Residence Place East Worlington, Devon

Burial Place Durnbach War Cemetery, Germany

Notes Believed Shot Down By A Night Fighter 
Near Wiesloch 10 Miles South of 
Heidelberg During A Raid on Frankfurt, 3 
Crew Survived and Captured



Frankfurt.	262	aircraft,	mainly	Halifaxes.	12	losses	(4.6%)	with	no	diversionary	raids.	The	
German	controller	correctly	surmised	that	Frankfurt	was	the	target.	Cloud	cover	led	to	
scattered	bombing	and	it	is	thought	that	fewer	than	100	bombs	landed	on	the	city.	80	deaths	
on	the	ground	and	1500	people	were	bombed	out.	
Possibly	shot	down	by	a	night-^ighter,	crashing	16km	south	of	Heidelberg,	Germany	

Excerpt	from	squadron’s	Operations	Book:	

	


