The Second World War began when Germany invaded
Poland on 1%t September 1939.
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The Second World War ended with Japan surrendering on 2
September 1945.

The main Allies were made up of countries including Great Britain,
Russia and the United States.

Adolf Hitler led Germany through the war. Adolf Hitler had extreme
antisemitic views and wanted to eradicate the Jewish population.

e The main Axis powers were Italy, Germany and Japan.

It is estimated that between 75-80 million people died during the war,
including civilians and soldiers.
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The United States did not officially join the Allies until 1941 when
Japan bombed the US naval base at Pearl Harbour.

Some countries chose to remain neutral and did not join the war. Some
of these countries were Spain and Switzerland.

During the Second World War, children in Britain
were evacuated to the countryside because it was
considered safer than living in cities.

The German army began a bombing campaign
against Great Britain in 1940 called ‘the Blitz'. They
conducted mass air attacks targeting towns and
cities, beginning with London.
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