Horseford Farm
East Worlington Devon EX17 4SU
Notes by Cilla King
We moved into Horseford in August 1996; that is myself (Cilla King), my husband Paul, his mother Margaret King and my father, Roy Palmer.
Daphne and Peter Hanlon had owned the house for 10 years; they had bought it from the Cole family. In 1986 the bulk of the farm’s land had been sold to the Blagrove and Stone farms.
We bought the house and 7 acres; Peter retained the Barn on the east side of the house (since converted and sold) and the yards and cow cubicles on the west side.I believe the Cole family took over the farm circa 1900.
Mary married Garfield Cole and moved into the family home, Horseford, around 1940. It was a large household - I believe Garfield was one of 7 children. When she and Garfield became the older couple they had the bungalow “Maryfield” built and lived there until Garfield died, when Mary moved to Witheridge.
When we moved in, Margaret attended Thornham Chapel where she met Mary Cole who subsequently visited us several times with her daughters Joan and Barbara. They told us a lot about the house from when they lived here.
The back room of the “new’ wing was the dairy - Mary remembered working in there. It sounded a hard life. I think that the two pairs of hooks in the ceiling of the dairy (now separated by a wall) would have been to store the yokes that were used to carry the pails.
They said Uncle Stanley planted the daffodils (thank you from me, they are wonderful, every year - so many different varieties).
Mary’s friend Hilda Pullen lived at The Smithy (formerly Sunnyside) as a child (1920s, 1930s) and used to visit her Auntie (Garfield’s mother?) at Horseford. Hilda told us how the lane used to have a much more acute bend in it, through the ford, and that there was a small wooden footbridge on the Horseford side of it to cross the water. On the west side of the ford was a pond where the animals were watered.
The lane coming down from Stone was previously close beside our field hedge. Hilda showed us a photograph of the footbridge. That is probably why there is a discrepancy in our boundary at that point; when the lane was adopted, the stream was diverted through pipes under the road, the road angle was lessened and Horseford’s driveway was extended some 15 yards to the newly-tarmacked lane.
Hilda also remembered a well near the front of the house.
Mary, Barbara and Joan said that in the dining room (they knew it as the kitchen; our present kitchen was more of a scullery, with a pump in the southeast corner) there used to be an oak settle curving out from the right-hand side of the fireplace. It had a lift-up seat wherein were kept gooses’ wings which were used to take down cobwebs.
Years later, in 2024, Peter Vanstone called on us to collect something; he well remembered the settle and said it was a “Bacon Settle”; black oak with cupboards in the back. He took it out of the house - it had to come out in bits - and someone at Black Dog bought it for £30 (1970ish).
The Parlour (drawing room) was not much used, except to store turkeys on the run-up to Christmas. The fireplace beam in there had suffered a fire one year from Christmas cards catching light.
The loop in the hall ceiling was used to hand up a dead pig to drain. The girls said they would not go that way to bed if there was a pig hanging there. They remembered sliding in their stockinged feet on the smooth pink lime ash floor, especially on the bit that runs from the Tudor door to the turret staircase door. The rest of the scullery floor was cobbles, now hidden below concrete.
Barbara always said “10, 5, 3” to herself when she went up the main stairs.
They said the big bedroom was “Grandma’s room”, the back bedroom was the “boys’ room,” or once, the “apple room”. The tank room was “Auntie’s room”.
The field across the stream to the front of the house was called “South Close”. Old maps show it as half orchard. There used to be an old thatched barn - the Cider Barn - on the west of the yard. The existing north wall of the stables was the south wall of the cider barn. 
The wall behind the granite trough is part of the front of this old barn. Low down on the wall near the end of the trough and cut into one of the stones is a clear Ordnance Survey “Cut Benchmark” - a line with an arrow pointing up to it. The line marks 170.839m. above sea level.
There is a lot about these marks on the Internet and some of the old maps showed them clearly. The OS archive is incomplete because there used to be two more at Horseford - one at the top of the yard on the outside (south front) of the stone stable attached to the house, (it may be hidden under render) and another next to the lower field gate to South close field, which I have never found - I saw its location on an OS map on the Old-Maps website (which no longer exists).
At one time there was a Linhay (cart shed) down the driveway.
The front of the workshop used to be open, with a shippen below and tallet above.
Joan and Barbara Cole remembered walking to school (East Worlington) on the tops of the hedges in snowy winters.
The pond behind the house was dug out to be a slurry storage pit but was unsuitable because it filled with natural water.
A friend of ours said that Horseford is built on a ley line leading from The Long Stone.
An elderly lady and her daughter came to the gate once. We invited them in - the older lady had a memory of the house. She said that legend had it that John Ridd once visited Horseford “and he had to stoop to enter.” Following this, I read the unabridged Lorna Doone from cover to cover but found no mention of it. I then deduced that maybe it was the real John Ridd who came here; the book was based on a real (and large in stature) Exmoor man of the 16th. century.
On Hallowe’en 2016, after seeing a news item from Historic England, I realised that the pointed scorch marks on the kitchen fireplace beam are apotropaic “Witch Marks”, and also that we have a pattern of witch circles a hexafoil  on the outside of the wall cupboard in the dining room.
I sent photos of them to Historic England and they put the hexafoil picture on their website. There are other apotropaic marks in the house.
Incidentally, one of the Cole boys who visited once said that he remembered another wall cupboard in the dining room, on the same wall but much nearer the Tudor door.
There are faint scratches in the middle of the big fireplace beam in the dining room and what looks like the remains of a pentangle on the door to the hall, which we think was once hung the other way round so that mark would have been on the outside.
On the back of the biggest chimney there is a witches’ rest.
More marks...
· Part circle on front of top step, turret stairs.
· Scratches in the paint on the outside of the door at the top of these stairs.
· “Saltire” on the iron bolt, top of turret stairs.
· Pentangle star, top left stone, big fireplace.
We found a very small empty stoneware jar under the floor of the 17th.c bedroom - a witches’ jar? (Not replaced but still in the house!) and a broken bottle neck, with cork, underneath the big old bedroom floor in the corner where the chimney breast meets the wall (replaced).
Ghosts!! never seen any, but...soon after we moved in (1996) Margaret said she heard low voices talking outside her room - behind her bedhead i.e. coming from the big old bedroom. She had the tank room – the Upper Room, or Solar.
In the early years two separate and unconnected visiting parties reported “a sweet smell, like perfume” and “soft singing” late at night in the vicinity of the old bedroom. These reports months apart, and we had not mentioned previous experiences to our visitors.
Paul and I were in the dining room and heard running footsteps above us once (in that bedroom) as of a dog, but ours was with us and no one else was in the house.

[image: ]
[image: ]

Horseford Farm, East Worlington Devon EX17 4SU	Page 2 of 2
image1.png
L Devon XXXIL16 ‘ . ]
. National Leabhartann -
{ :éubnryof Naiseanta  Surveyed: 1888, Published: 1889 search: ]
“§ ™= Scotland nah-Alba zar mh:sp) 64.4 cm x 96.6 cm (25.344 x 38.016 inches), on sheet ca. 76 x 104 cm (ca. 36 x Re-use: CC-BY (NLS).
nc

Maps home > Ordnance Survey > 0S5 25 inch England and Wales, 1841-19

h* . ] -4 v"“'-
TN SR % 4
;H P b

69
6717

EELLTETT TP

680

"\ sreanam

1951

NG s ;}v_/"'
= ——— 67

. \K s
@
N

y it

%

¥ M,

~




image2.png
%'¢_ National Leabhartann  Devon XXXIL16
: # Libraryof Nai Revised: 1983, Published: 1905 \ search: | ) ’

‘4 ™ Scotland nah-Alba ize: X 7 3 X 1 3 i CC-B
£ i:zi:cr::g&'t cm x 96.6 cm (25.344 x 38.016 inches), on sheet ca. 76 x 104 cm (ca. 38 x Re-use: CC-BY (NLS).

Maps home > Ordnance Survey > OS 25 inch England and Wales, 1841-1952

ETLEITIN

/ \ 2.060

N — .
R *e o \
g e 1 \
/.-nlnu / 4 { \
/ . SR TITTR
> & f SSoneey

tovntoneas 672 RSSYTITR ¢
/ e~ N o .
/,. o 680 YT TP YL IEE

y ‘ a3 .Y
I GasndErEs I~95! ’.-v“'b. G i \ Q /

e e

© aanufRes

673 i

4 564

o 3 lenchmark pos\ﬁ ong




