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HISTORY 

As a listed building The Old Poor House is described as 'late 17th 
century'. There is not, however, an unbroken chain of records taking it back to 
this date. As the local poor house it suffered the fate of being unrecorded on 
estate and parish surveys and, for the most part, of being left off returns 
involving the taxation of properties such as land taxes, poor rates, church 
rates, highway rates etc. Since it was the house of parish welfare it was not 
taxed for anything. 

In addition, it does not appear on the Tithe survey of 1841. This is, 
generally, the start point of property research and it was the cause of some 
dismay to see that where it stands was described as no. 306, part of Town Hill 
and in a state of being 'orchard and waste'. Town Hill, in turn, was part of 
Town Living Farm. Our initial reaction was to wonder whether the listed 
building assessment made a mistake and it was, actually, built in the early to 
mid 19th century. After all, even if it was the poor house, it should have been 
drawn in and left unnumbered indicating it was not tithable. However, we 
quickly rejected the idea of a listed building error. We have found 
comparatively minor errors in listing assessments before but never anything so 
gross as mistaking an early Victorian house for a 17th century one! If we 
needed it, confirmation of the house's earlier existence appears on the ordnance 
surveyor drawings of 1804-1805 where it seems to be marked. Also, it appears 
on an 1840s map in North Devon Record Office. In the tracing taken of this 
map, it can be seen that the house was then divided into two sections. CA 
photograph has also been taken on a new film and will be forwarded when the 
film has been used up and developed). We think that the Tithe surveyor made an 
error in 1841 and left it off by mistake. The s•ithy next door also does not 
appear and the house opposite to the Stuckley Arms is drawn in but is not 
identified on the Tithe survey by any number or name of owner or occupier. We 
have foWld errors on the Tithe survey before. One lady who owned a venerable 
mansion was indignant to find it marked as a barn. 

Although The Old Poor House is m.issing off so m.any records, there are 
others it does appear on such as censuses, the 1910 Inland Renue Survey, 
voter's lists and in The Overseer of the Poor accounts for West Worlington -
where one would expect it to. Just two sets of Overseer of Poor accounts have 
survived, one for the years 1654-1676 and the other covering 1783-1836. One 
set is deposited with diocesan records in Exeter and the other, the later, in 
Barnstaple. The Poor House appears regularly in the later, 1783-1836, overseer 
records, mainly as an item in the accounts requiring payment of six months 
rental. There are, also, more isolated instances when it incurred expenditure in 
labour and repair work. Some of the entries have been noted and photographed 
(photocopying from the fragile books was not allowed). One of the entries, in 
about 1819, reads 'pd for 2 bags of lime for the pore house 4s Od'. This 
appears to be innocuous except that 2s a bag seem.s an awful lot of money for 
those days, bearing in mind that the £ was worth fifty to eighty times more 
then. A little bit of selling to the parish at inflated prices? 

Sadly, there is a gap in the Poor accounts from 1676 to 1783 and the 
1654-1676 accounts make no mention of a poor house in West Worlington. The 
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